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International Security Assistance Force

Fatalities by Year
	Year
	Total

	2001
	12

	2002
	70

	2003
	58

	2004
	60

	2005
	131

	2006
	191

	2007
	232

	2008
	295

	2009
	521

	2010
	711

	2011
	566

	2012
	402

	2013
	123

	Total
	3,372


· 3,356 International Security Assistance 

Force (ISAF) troops killed

· 87,200 ISAF troops currently deployed:

· 60,000 American

· 7,700 British

· 4,400 German

· 2,825 Italian

· 1,561 Georgian

· 1,177 Polish

· 1,077 Romanian

· 1,036 Turkish

· 1,031 Australian

· 950 Canadian

· There are known al Qaeda operations in at least 26 countries worldwide.

· There have been 12 al Qaeda attacks and plots against Western targets since 1999 with an additional 47 attacks or plots inspired or assisted by al Qaeda.

· 15% of NATO deaths in 2012 were caused by insurgents within the Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF).
· In the first three months of 2013 there were 2,331 attacks against ISAF and ANSF by armed opposition groups in Afghanistan.
· Afghan Police Force deaths have doubled in 2013, to more than 1,792 since March.
History

Early history


Afghanistan was founded in 1747, when Ahmad Shah Durrani became the first king. As power in the Durrani family dwindled, Afghanistan grew more vulnerable to outside powers. The British and Russian empires competed over Afghanistan as a strategic region in maintaining each empire’s colonial hegemony. 

To defend the Indian colony, the British invaded Afghanistan in 1839 and attempted to install a new government loyal to the British Empire. However, British forces met heavy resistance and only one of 6,000 British troops survived their withdrawal. In 1878, Great Britain launched a second invasion, this time with moderate success; Britain was allowed to establish a permanent embassy in Kabul and the new leader, Yaʿqūb Khan, agreed to rule with British desires in mind. 

Afghanistan was established as a British protectorate and received monetary and material support from Britain. Due to this, as well as the new Emir Abdur Rahman’s ruthless leadership, Afghanistan grew weak and extremely dependent on the support it was getting from the British colonial authorities. 


Afghanistan in the early 20th century

The third Anglo-Afghan war was launched with the Afghan declaration of independence in 1919, after the assassination of the pro-British King Habībullāh Khan, whose son, Amānullāh Khan inherited the throne.  Under Amānullāh’s leadership, Afghanistan moved toward a policy of modernization and egalitarianism. These reforms caused dissent because they challenged many of the tribal traditions, as well as effecting a dramatic increase in taxes. The unrest caused by the exile of Amānullāh in 1929 heightened the tensions between Britain and the Soviet Union. 

Due to its rocky history with Britain and the Russian Empire, Afghanistan sought assistance from Axis powers leading up to World War II. However, when Afghanistan declared neutrality, it expelled the German officials. After the Allied victory in World War II, tensions once again began to grow with the increasing rivalry between Western powers and the Soviet Union.

The Cold War


India’s independence in 1947 led to Britain’s withdrawal from the region.  This left Afghanistan without economic assistance and vulnerable once again to competing superpowers.  As the Soviet Union increased aid to Afghanistan, the United States seized the opportunity to replace Britain as the primary contributor to Afghan prosperity.  Because of these efforts, the Soviet Union further increased its aid and influence in Afghanistan. This worked to the advantage of the Afghan leaders however, as the Soviet military aid helped them quell rebellion and maintain power and stability. 


Largely due to the extensive outside funding, the Afghan government itself remained extremely weak in its ability to govern and collect taxes. In 1964, King Mohammad Zahir Shah proposed an “experiment in democracy” (“The United States in Afghanistan”), in which a new constitution was formed and Afghanistan was made into a constitutional monarchy with a bicameral parliament. 


Due to the inherently weak nature of this government, just nine years later, the Zahir Shah’s cousin, Mohammed Daoud staged a coup and declared himself president. The new president’s defiance of Soviet influence upset Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev.  During the unrest in Afghanistan, several political groups formed with ambition to take the leadership. 


One of these groups consisted of students at Kabul University who supported communism and the Soviet Union. Members of Soviet-supporting groups assassinated Daoud and started a revolution. Due to the Soviet desire to install a communist government in Afghanistan, the revolutionaries received military support and overthrew the government.  The new Soviet-style government offended many in the country, including countless Muslims, who could not accept the authority of a secular government. 


The clashes between Islam and communism ultimately forced the Soviet Union to intervene. In 1979 the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan to establish its own leader. This invasion united Afghans in a common purpose to expel the foreigners, viewed by many as part of the jihad  (“struggle” or holy war) against the enemies of Islam. The mujahideen were groups of Muslim fighters opposed to the Soviet invasion who were able to use guerilla tactics to ambush the much larger and better-equipped Soviet army. 


Viewing the Soviet invasion as an advancement on the oil supplies in the Persian Gulf, US President Jimmy Carter established the Carter Doctrine which asserted that the United States would use force if the oil supply became threatened. The immense cost of the war in Afghanistan along with great troop losses led Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev to install a new president in Afghanistan, followed by the complete withdrawal of Soviet forces. Despite the lack of physical involvement in Afghanistan, the Soviet Union continued giving aid to ensure President Najibullah remained in office until the USSR’s dissolution in 1991. Then, without Soviet aid, President Najibullah resigned.

Civil War and rise of the Taliban


After the fall of the Soviet Union, the leaders of the United States saw no reason to continue giving military and financial aid to Afghanistan and therefore ended the aid program. Meanwhile in Afghanistan, the lack of unity among mujahideen groups and the competition for power evolved into a civil war. In spite of the United Nations’ best efforts to establish a stable government, fighting continued with leadership being held by ever-changing warlords. 


As an alternative to the fighting, a Sunni-adhering group called the Taliban emerged and proposed finding solutions to Afghanistan’s problems through their belief system ["Afghanistan : Civil War, Mujahideen-Taliban Phase (1992-2001)"].  The Taliban was able to gain momentum through the support of Pakistan’s military and Inter-Services Intelligence Agency (ISI) as well as resources from Saudi Arabia. 


With this support, the Taliban was able to attain control of Afghanistan and established legal codes based on shari’a, or traditional Islamic law. Shari’a law brought back many oppressive policies and became increasingly unpopular. The harsh rule of the Taliban eventually destroyed the Afghan economy, with an additional toll in human life. 


In an attempt to help Afghanistan recover, the United Nations stepped in with aid. In spite of the UN’s condemnation of the Taliban’s human rights violations, the international organization could not allow the Afghans to go without food and access to medical care. The Taliban had diplomatic ties with only three countries: Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates. Many of Afghanistan’s neighbors, however, were not supportive of the Taliban government, with Iran and Russia supporting the opposition.

Osama bin Laden and al Qaeda


During the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan, Osama bin Laden was a strong fighter in the mujahideen and believed that a similar method could be used to fight Saddam Hussein’s forces in the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. As a result of bin Laden’s increasingly radical ideology, his native Saudi Arabia denied him his citizenship. As a result, bin Laden sought refuge in Sudan. American and Saudi requests for Sudan to turn over bin Laden forced him to relocate once again. Due to its success in combating the Soviet Union and a similar ideology on Islam, bin Laden chose to flee to Afghanistan. As part of his agenda, Osama bin Laden wanted to start an international jihad against the enemies of Islam, specifically the United States and European powers ("Who Is Bin Laden? - A Biography of Osama Bin Laden"). Despite the Taliban’s similar interest in defeating its enemies in the continuing civil war, it was focused on doing so domestically rather than internationally. 

To work toward his goal, bin Laden trained soldiers from the Middle East and Pakistan and also started organizing a global terrorist organization, known as al Qaeda (“the Base”). With his fighters, bin Laden ordered terrorist attacks on the US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania in 1998. It was claimed that bin Laden’s war with the United States was retaliation for having US troops in the Arabian Peninsula, which is considered the holy land in Islam.  The United Nations, with the US as the frontrunner, passed resolutions urging the Taliban to cease its protection of terrorists, as well as stopping international weapons from going to the Taliban. 


On September 9, 2001, bin Laden had Ahmad Shah Massoud, commander of the Afghan army and major political rival, assassinated by a hidden explosive. Two days later, bin Laden’s largest attack on the United States was carried out. On September 11, four passenger airplanes were hijacked by al Qaeda operatives who crashed one into each of the two World Trade Center towers in New York City, one into the Pentagon in Washington, D.C. and the fourth crashed in a field in Pennsylvania. These attacks killed nearly 3,000 Americans on their home soil. Resulting from these attacks were major policy changes as well as American intervention in Afghanistan.
The Aftermath of 9/11 and Operation Enduring Freedom

After confirming that the September 11th attacks were carried out by al Qaeda operatives, US president George W. Bush issued a list of demands to the Taliban government in Afghanistan.  President Bush accused the Taliban government of harboring terrorists and demanded the turnover of Osama bin Laden to the US for prosecution as well as the dissolution of al Qaeda. Due to the Taliban’s refusal to cooperate with American demands, President Bush and the US Congress launched Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) in October 2001. 

This operation was a US-led international force with contributions from other NATO States, as well as the Afghan Northern Alliance, an anti-Taliban group of Afghans. Operation Enduring Freedom started with bombing raids on Taliban strongholds, which severely weakened the Afghan government. 

In November 2001, the Taliban fled to Tora Bora near the Pakistan border where they were attacked by Afghan and NATO forces. Taliban and al Qaeda leaders were able to flee to Pakistan, with their last stronghold falling the following month. With the Taliban government gone, NATO and the UN were left to create stability and ensure security in Afghanistan. However, even with the Taliban overthrown, the United States was still at war with al Qaeda in Afghanistan. In addition to this, Taliban insurgents began to emerge, causing additional problems. 

Nation Building in Afghanistan
With such discord remaining in Afghanistan, it was evident that the UN would need to establish an interim government. At a UN conference in Bonn, Germany, Hamid Karzai was elected as the interim leader of Afghanistan. Also resulting from this conference was the Bonn Agreement which established the Interim Authority and new legal framework for Afghanistan. Additionally, it was decided that elections for a permanent government would be held two years later. 

In 2003, a new constitution was written which established that a president would be the leader of Afghanistan. In October 2004, Chairman Karzai was elected president of the new permanent government. With the support of the international community, the Afghan leadership embarked on a series of reconstruction programs including social programs such as schooling for students and health care. Despite these programs, the significant foreign involvement in Afghanistan did little to strengthen the country, but made Afghanistan once again reliant on foreign aid.

Security and the ISAF

Another provision of the Bonn Agreement was the creation of the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) initially mandated by the UN to provide security in and around Kabul, the capital city. The remainder of the country was divided among Provincial Reconstruction Teams (PRTs), with the leaders of which rotating every six months between the countries involved in Operation Enduring Freedom. 


As the process of rotating leadership became increasingly difficult, the NATO-led ISAF started expanding to take over other provinces from OEF troops. On October 5, 2006, NATO was put in charge of security for all of Afghanistan. As the leader of security, the ISAF utilized NATO troops to provide security and promote stability throughout Afghanistan. In addition, it has trained soldiers in the Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) to help the country move toward the capability to provide its own security.
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(North Atlantic Treaty Organization, http://www.nato.int/nato_static/assets/pdf/pdf_2013_06/20130624_130624-mb-isaf-placemat.pdf)
Transition to ANSF


At the 2010 NATO summit, it was decided that the goal for a complete transition of security responsibilities to the Afghan National Security Forces would be by the end of 2014.  Named Inteqal (“Transition”), this goal was confirmed by the Allied political leaders. Starting in March of 2011, the ISAF slowly began transferring responsibility to the ANSF. 


Prior to the 2010 NATO summit, the city of Kabul had already been placed back under the control of Afghan security forces. The first regions to come under the control of the ANSF as part of Inteqal were Bamyan and Panjshayar in July 2011. By June 18, 2013, President Karzai announced the final regions for transition in the Inteqal process.
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(North Atlantic Treaty Organization, http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/topics_87183.htm)
Iraq War and Resurgence of the Taliban


In March 2003, US troops invaded Iraq, aiming to combat the perceived threat of al Qaeda and weapons of mass destruction there. While the US involvement in Iraq had no direct effect on its operation in Afghanistan, the indirect effects were catastrophic. Due to the new military involvement in Iraq, the US government was forced to cut funding to its mission in Afghanistan, lowering the country’s defenses and increasing its dependence on other NATO members.  


The invasion also triggered terrorist attacks against American forces in Iraq by methods not commonly used before. Adopting the Iraqi tactics such as improvised explosive devices (IEDs), as well as roadside and suicide bombings, Taliban operatives in Afghanistan were able to mount an insurgency. 


As the violence in Iraq worsened, funding for Afghanistan was further reduced and the Taliban became more destructive. In 2006 alone, The Taliban carried out 141 suicide attacks resulting in 1,166 casualties (Sageman). To combat the increasing power of the Taliban, NATO engaged in a series of aerial bombings.  These, combined with the destructiveness of suicide bombings, had a devastating toll on civilian life. By 2008, the Taliban became more powerful than it had been at any point since the initial US invasion, controlling large portions of the country.

Present Situation
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(North Atlantic Treaty Organization, http://www.nato.int/nato_static/assets/pdf/pdf_2013_06/20130624_130624-mb-isaf-placemat.pdf)
President Barack Obama took office in January 2009. Realizing the severity of the situation in Afghanistan, President Obama altered US national policy to put higher priority on the troubled State. Under the new command, the number of US troops in Afghanistan increased by nearly 50% to a total of over 100,000. Due to declining support for involvement in Afghanistan as well as increased success, President Obama withdrew the additional troops within two years of their deployment. 

On May 1, 2011, a team of American soldiers killed Osama bin Laden in Pakistan, marking a huge victory for Operation Enduring Freedom. However, removing its founder was not enough to destroy al Qaeda, and the organization remains a threat. 

NATO members have been scrambling to put together plans for troop withdrawal to meet the Inteqal deadline at the end of 2014. Talks continue between NATO and the Afghan government as to the best way to move forward. Relatively high rates of civilian casualties both by the Taliban and by NATO have drawn criticism from President Karzai. This, along with US plans for talks with the Taliban have made Karzai uneasy and increasingly uncooperative. 

With continuing attacks, NATO members must be extremely cautious over the next year and a half. As the ANSF continues to gain security responsibilities, there has been an increasing number of attacks on national security personnel rather than on ISAF troops, heightening concerns about the ANSF’s ability to protect the country.

Ending the Engagement in Afghanistan

The first two options for ending the war in Afghanistan rely on military forces to defeat the enemy. One method of doing so would be to fight and defeat the Taliban insurgency. This would quell the unrest caused by the power of the Taliban. However, this does little to halt al Qaeda, other than removing its protector. Also, the Taliban is not seen as a threat to the international community—only to Afghanistan domestically—and therefore does not solve the problem that started the war. 

The other military option would be to target al Qaeda directly. While this would help reach NATO’s goal of combating terrorism, increasing military forces could also have major consequences. For one, the cost in Allied and civilian life would be high while attempting to remove every al Qaeda member. Additionally, this route could drastically extend the war.  Increasing the duration and amount of foreign military presence would also likely lead to growing dissatisfaction among Afghan citizens.

A more diplomatic alternative would be to follow a major component of the ISAF’s goal: to create a stable society through democracy and supporting infrastructure. To do this, the Afghan Transitional Authority, along with support from NATO and the UN, would have to create a stable government capable of maintaining democracy and peace. This would require extensive resources and likely extend past the 2014 deadline; in addition, the chance of a coup could be extremely high.

The final option would be to follow the guidelines laid out in the Bonn Agreement. A successful removal of foreign troops could be exactly what Afghanistan needs to prosper as an Islamic republic. However, with just over a year left for the ISAF to completely transfer control to the ANSF, the process could become rushed, leaving the national security forces open to attack. The removal of Allied forces could also signal to al Qaeda that NATO is no longer willing to fight it, possibly allowing the terrorist organization to regain power.  This solution leaves Afghanistan vulnerable to a coup as well as a possible Taliban takeover.
UN History

On September 28, 2001, just 17 days after the terrorist attacks on the United States, the UN Security Council passed resolution 1373 in response to this new threat. This resolution was passed unanimously and mandated that UN member States do everything in their power to prevent future acts of terror, including freezing financial assets of suspected terrorists, preventing the international movement of terrorists, denying all support to terrorists as well as increasing communication between UN members. 

In November 2001, the Bonn Conference was held in Germany; the outcome of this was the Bonn Agreement, which established an Interim Authority and an International Security Force in Afghanistan, along with other provisions. 

Following the invasion of American and NATO forces, the UN established the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) at the request of the Afghan government. UNAMA’s mandate by the Security Council was “to assist (the Afghan government) and the people of Afghanistan in laying the foundations for sustainable peace and development in the country” (“United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan”). 

In 2003, NATO took over the ISAF from the UN and expanded the operation to include security in the whole country. In March 2011, Afghan National Security Forces began taking command of regions in Afghanistan from the ISAF. While the NATO-led ISAF is no longer in charge of security, it remains an essential asset to the ANSF. 

The Chicago Summit in May 2012 focused on the future of Afghanistan after 2014 when NATO troops are to withdraw. The UN and NATO continue to support a peaceful transition but are conflicted about the 2014 deadline and the international community’s obligation to create a sustainable State. 

Key Concerns

· How is the current situation in Afghanistan similar to events in its past?

· Could the outcome be different this time? If so, how?

· None of the proposed solutions are perfect, how could they be improved? Could some sort of compromise be reached?

· Is there a role for the UN Peacebuilding Commission in Afghanistan?

· What are the consequences of foreign forces remaining in Afghanistan for too long?

· What are the consequences of foreign forces being withdrawn too early?

· What significance (if any) is had in the fact that Hamid Karzai has been the leader of Afghanistan for nearly 12 consecutive years? How might this relate to foreign influence?

· How has your State been involved in Afghanistan?

· What benefit does stability in Afghanistan have to your State and the world?


Key Opinions


· Afghanistan- With a long history of changing control, the government of Afghanistan is seeking a permanent solution to the problem. Popular support for the NATO involvement is dwindling among Afghans and President Karzai is reluctant to hold talks with the US, due to the latter’s negotiations with the Taliban. Terror attacks continue within Afghanistan and with the transition to ANSF control of security, attacks have been increasingly on Afghan soldiers. Despite the strong desire for self-rule, it may be necessary for the retention of a small number of NATO troops to assist with security and ANSF training.
· Pakistan- With Pakistan’s continuing standoff with India over certain border regions, it has sought support from its other neighbor, Afghanistan. This started with assisting in repelling the 1979 Soviet invasion, and continued with the ISI’s support for the Taliban government. However, now that the Taliban is no longer in control of the Afghan government, this strategy is no longer viable to maintain Afghanistan’s loyalty. On the contrary, Taliban and al Qaeda operatives remain relatively abundant in Pakistan, making them important targets in America’s War on Terror.  Pakistan has also served as a major destination for Afghan refugees fleeing unrest in their home State ("Details For Pakistan-Afghanistan Relations in the Post-9/11 Era").
· United States- Following the September 11, 2001 attacks, the United States launched a global “War on Terror” to combat the threat of further attacks on the country. The United States’ main target was al Qaeda, which brought American forces into Afghanistan and later Iraq.  On December 21, 2011 the last American troops were withdrawn from Iraq, allowing forces to focus more on al Qaeda in Afghanistan and Pakistan. On May 1, 2011, the United States marked a tremendous achievement by taking out al Qaeda’s founder and leader, Osama bin Laden. The killing of bin Laden had negative effects on al Qaeda; however it did not completely destroy the organization, which rebounded with continued attacks. The involvement in Afghanistan has given the United States a key strategic position to carry out missions such as the raid on bin Laden’s compound and drone strikes on targets in neighboring Pakistan. While President Obama has considered the “zero option”—leaving no American troops in Afghanistan—the administration fears the vulnerability with which this would leave Afghanistan (Yellin, Levine). Therefore, the more predominant policy is to withdraw the majority of troops in 2014 as planned, leaving small forces behind to help train ANSF troops as well as assisting with other security tasks.
· United Kingdom- As a NATO member strongly engaged in Afghanistan, the UK has similar goals to the US in its mission in Afghanistan. The United Kingdom hopes to create a stable and viable Afghan society, but wishes to do so by providing more than just security. To meet this goal, the British government has pledged £178 million (approximately $275 million) per year until 2017 to promote development and governance. As of August 2013, there were 7,700 British troops in the ISAF, second in contributions only to the United States. (“Establishing a Viable Afghan State”)
· Germany- Germany has the third highest contribution of troops to the NATO mission in Afghanistan, with 4,400 troops. Germany’s goals for Afghanistan are consistent with those of other NATO nations. The German Minister of Defense, Thomas De Maiziere, has stated that approximately 800 German troops will remain in Afghanistan following the NATO withdrawal. Germany has hosted important conferences in Afghanistan, two in Bonn and one in Berlin. In addition, Germany was charged with commanding a large section of northern Afghanistan while the country was still under ISAF control. (“German Missions in the United States”)
· Italy- Italy has a similar position to Germany with regards to significant troop contributions as well as having control of a large region. Following the NATO withdrawal, Italy has plans to retain 500 to 700 troops in Afghanistan, according to Defense Minister Mario Mauro. (“Italy to leave 500 to 700 troops in Afghanistan after NATO Pullout”)
The Council

NATO has both a civil and military structure. At the head of the civil sector is the North Atlantic Council (NAC), the chief political decision-making body with seats for all 28 member states. Chaired by the NATO Secretary General, the NAC meets at least once a week and makes all major policy decisions based on consensus. 

Decisions made by consensus reflect the will of all members; while there is no voting in NATO, a proposal is “passed” only if there are no objections. A proposal is submitted by an ally, the Secretary General, or a committee chair and is then circulated to all other members of the council for consideration and discussion, and any objections to a proposal must be submitted to the Chair by a pre-determined deadline. The process of consensus provides ample opportunity for a variety of States to contribute to the language of a decision, reflecting a much greater degree of collaboration than is often seen through other forums.  

In this atmosphere of collaboration, NATO frequently cooperates with other international actors such as the UN and the EU to ensure peace and security for member states and the international community as a whole.

Under the North Atlantic Treaty, the NAC has the power to set up “such subsidiary bodies as may be necessary” and is responsible for overseeing the political and military processes relating to security issues affecting the Alliance. The NAC’s powers and potential courses of action are based largely on precedent and what member states are willing to agree on. 

Based on past action, NATO is able to: 

Provide airlifts to military or humanitarian relief operations; 

Offer training, education, and exercise programs for foreign security forces and officials; 
Establish more structured forums for cooperation with Partners, non-members, and other 



international and regional organizations; 

Provide military troops and resources in a support or lead capacity for military action; 

Draw from its Individual Partnership Action Plan to assist a partner in establishing a modern, 


democratically-accountable defense sector; and 

Use its Planning and Review Process to help partners to modernize and expand the capabilities 

of their security forces. 

Without a specific outline or restriction of its powers, NAC is responsible for receiving suggestions from all member states and integrating them into final decisions that are agreeable to all.

Glossary


Al Qaeda: “The Base” - global terrorist organization founded by Osama bin Laden as part of jihad ANSF: Afghan National Security Forces


Collective name for Afghan National Army (ANA) and Afghan National Police (ANP), domestic security forces responsible for security following NATO withdrawal
Inteqal: “Transition”- the process of transition of security responsibilities from NATO ISAF to ANSF
ISAF: International Security Assistance Force (NATO)


NATO-led security force authorized by Security Council resolution 1386 (2001) to assist the Afghan Interim Authority
ISI: Inter-Services Intelligence Agency (Pakistan)

Jihad: Literally “Struggle” in Arabic - interpreted as struggle to be devout and follow five pillars of Islam or as holy war to defend Islam against its enemies 

Mujahideen: Those who participate in the jihad 

NAC: North Atlantic Council


Primary political decision-making body of NATO
NATO: North Atlantic Treaty Organization


Primarily military international organization formed by the signing of the North Atlantic Treaty in 1949, currently with 28 members

Pakistani agency responsible for intelligence and security
OEF: Operation Enduring Freedom (United States, United Kingdom)


Part of Global War on Terror with the main objective of defeating al Qaeda especially in Afghanistan, launched in 2001 by US President George W. Bush
PRT: Provincial Reconstruction Team


NATO member-led units responsible for security in Afghan provinces prior to ISAF command

Sunni: A sect of Islam adhered to by the majority of the Muslim world, including Afghanistan and Pakistan

Shari’a: Traditional moral and legal religious codes of Islam

Taliban: Sunni group resulting from Afghan Civil War that ruled Afghanistan from 1996-2001, accused of protecting terrorists

UNAMA: United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan


Program established by the UN [Security Council resolution 1401(2002)] to oversee peace and development in Afghanistan
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